Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K; mean (C-C) = 0.005 Å; R factor = 0.039; wR factor = 0.081; data-to-parameter ratio = 14.2.
In the title compound, [Ni(C 19 H 18 Cl 2 N 2 O 2 )], the Ni II atom shows a slightly distorted square-planar geometry. The dihedral angle between the mean planes of the coordination rings is 9. 15 (12) while the dihedral angle between the mean planes of the two aromatic rings is 3. 48 (16) . In the crystal, pairs of intermolecular C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds link neighboring molecules into a chain along the a axis. The crystal structure is further stabilized by -interactions [centroid-centroid distance = 3.883 (2) Å ].
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